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NASA’s New Universe
“Amazing new discoveries are literally falling out of the sky, and NASA is primed for an era of unrivaled scientific exploration.  At the largest of scales, we’re mapping the mysterious dark matter that makes up most of the universe, and struggling to understand the implications of the fact that the universe is not only expanding, but accelerating.  Closer to home, we truly believe that we are in the last few decades on not knowing the answer to the question “Are we alone?”  

From open liquid water on Mars to protected oceans underneath the ice of Saturn’s moons, the solar system may be full of life, and our astrobiologists may have proof that the building blocks of life are drifting between the planets on meteorites or the tails of comets.  And most intimately of all, NASA is now training an ever-more detailed eye on our home planet, which is changing at a pace rarely seen in its history.  From the unimaginably vast to the urgently personal, NASA is revealing a universe we never expected.”  (Dr. Michelle Thaller)
Dr. Michelle Thaller, NASA Astronomer, will describe NASA’s New Universe when she presents to over 300 Indiana scientists, science educators and science students, March 10, 2012, at the Stewart Conference Center, on the campus of Purdue University.   

Dr. Michelle Thaller will join with Dr. Rakesh Agrawal, 2011 Awardee of the National Medal for Technology and Innovation and distinguished professor at Purdue University who will discuss ‘Solar Economy- Is it feasible?’; Dr. Tony Bennett, State School Superintendent of Instruction who will help shed light on the future of science education in the Indiana schools, and how the newly passed Senate Bill (SB 89) could impact the curriculum, and over 150 science researchers as they talk about advances in science, and what they mean for Indiana.
The 127th Annual Academy Meeting is presented by the Indiana Academy of Science.  It is a power packed one-day conference that is designed to continue the science conversation in the state of Indiana.   The 127th Annual Academy Meeting is being sponsored by the Eli Lilly and Company Foundation, Subaru of America, and Purdue University College of Science. 
Scientists, science educators, science students, and science enthusiasts are all welcomed to attend the 127th Annual Academy Meeting.   http://www.indianaacademyofscience.org.   
For more information or to schedule an interview with the host or any of the speakers, please call Delores Brown, Executive Director, Indiana Academy of Science, at 317/974-0827. 

The Indiana Academy of Science is a nonprofit professional organization dedicated to promoting scientific research, encouraging communication and cooperation among scientists, diffusing scientific information, and improving education in the sciences.  For further information on the Academy, please visit the website at http://www.indianaacademyofscience.org. 
