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BioBlitzat theFall IASMeeting

In 2005, the Riversingtitute at Hanover Collegeandthe
Biodiversity and Natural Areas Committeeof thelndiana
Academy of Science partnered to produce the Wabash
River Symposium in conjunction with the 2005 annual
meeting of |AS (see Proceedings of the | ndiana Academy
of Sciences, 2006:115(2)). As part of the Symposiumwe
conducted aBioBlitz (rapid assessment of the species
foundinaparticular areaover ashort period of time) in
and adjacent to Otter Creek, atributary of the Wabash
River. Werecorded 370 speciesduring one morning and
afternoon period (Karnset a., 2006). Membersof the
IAS, students, and friendsconducted ancther BioBlitzonthe
Hanover College campusin May of 2007 and recorded ] A
547 species(see December 2007 |ASNewsletter). V\sselman Wbodsin spring 2008, | AS members visited Wesselman
BioBlitzeventsincludeprofessiond biologists, students, Woods after the spring IAS meeting in Evansville. They met with the

and citizen-scientists; they providevauablescientific nature preserve staff to discuss plans for the fall BioBlitz
information and increase public appreciation of local
biodiversity and awareness of conservationissues. density of treesishigh (125 trees per acre) and the canopy

startsfar abovetheforest floor. Thereare many trees
reaching 100 feet tall, and some are estimated to be nearly
300yearsold. The basal areaof 187 squarefeet per acre
isthe highest known for any woodsin Indiana. A wide

Another BioBlitzisplanned for thefall IASmeetingin
Evansville. TheRiversingtituteand the Biodiversity and
Natural Areas Committeeare collaboratingwiththe
Universty of Evansville(DaleEdwar ds, Bidlogy Departmert,
Chair of the Evansvillel AS organizing committee) and
Wesselman Woods Nature Preservein Evansville (Alice
Rademacher, Director; Scott K ramer, Program Manager;
and L isaHoffman, Teaching Naturalist) to conduct a
BioBlitz at Wess eman Woods.

Wessel man Woods Nature Preserveisan Indiana
State Nature Preserve and National Natural Landmark
featuring nearly 200 acresof virgin bottomland hardwood
forest. Thenature preserveisconveniently located only a
few minutesfromthe University of Evansvillecampus. The
Wesd emanWoodswebste (http:/imww.wesssmannature
society.or g/lwoods/index.php) providesthefollowing
information ontheste. WWesse manWoodsisan old-growth : R :
lowland forest of exceptionally high quaity. Themean Wessel man Woods in spring 2008.




diversity of tree, shrub, and wildflower
species can be found at Wesselman
Woods. The degree to which sweet
gum and tulip trees dominate the
canopy and the large number of other
treesin the canopy, combined with
southern biogeographic influences, set
Wesselman Woods apart from other
woodsin Indiana. Wesselman Woods
also provides crucial habitat for awide
variety of animal species, including
many invertebrates, mammals, reptiles,
amphibiansand birds. No other city in
the United Stateswith a population
exceeding 100,000 has, withinitscorporate
limits, a nature preserve of such acreage
and quality. Wesselman Woodsis managed
by the Wesselman Nature Society, a
501¢(3) not-for-profit, environmental
organization foundedin 1973.

Thedetallsof theplanfor thefdl
BioBlitzaredill indevel opment, but the
generd plan, asinpreviousBioBlitz
events, isto haveanumber of taxonomic
teams, dgpendingon avail abletaxonomic
expertise, led by an expert(s) ona
particular group (e.g., plant team,
herpteam, birdteam, etc.). Thegroup
leaderswill assamblethar teamsfrom
|ASmembers, sudents, andlocal
naturdigs Thetentativescheduleisas
follows. OnFriday, October 24, from
2to6pm, survey teamswill observe

and record. Therewill beadinner
break from 6to 8 pm, followed by a
night hike opportunity. On Saturday,
October 25, survey teamswill be out
againthroughout themorning; there
will bealso beabird banding demon-
stration by Scott Kramer. The nature
preservewill be opentothe public
during the BioBlitz and naturepreserve
vigtorswill havethe opportunity to
seeandinteract with thetaxonomic
teams. From 11 to noon, therewill be
aclosngBiodiversity Festival (aso
opentothepublic) intheWesselman
Woods education center where

taxonomicteamswill report their
specieslist and display interesting
finds. Weplanto verify thelists, post
thefina specieslistontheBioBlitz
page of thel ASwebsite, and publish
ashort noteinthel ASProceedings.
Weareinthe processof securingthe
necessary permissontowork inthe
naturepreserve. Teamswill rely prima-
rily onfiddidentification, although some
collecting of plants, mushrooms, and
invertebrateswill benecessary. I1AS
memberswill havean opportunity to
signupfor participationinthe BioBlitz
inthe next newdetter. Wehopeto

| ocate cheap accommodationsfor
thosewho wishto stay overnight for
the Saturday morning portion of the
BioBlitz. Put thisevent on your
calendarsnow! If you havequestions
or know you definitely planto partici-
pate, pleasee-mail both Daryl R.
Karns(Hanover Collegeand Rivers
Indtitute; kar ns@hanover.edu) and
Don Ruch (Bdl Stateand Chair of
thelASBiodiversity and Natural
Areas Committee, druch@bsu.edu).

-- Daryl R. Karns
Riversinstitute
Hanover College

| ndianaAcademy of Science Grantsfor the Spring 2008

Sarah Shannon, IndianaUniversty,
Bloomington, $2,056. Effectsof
Microstegium vimineum (Japa-
nese Stiltgrass) on soil bacteria
and nativeplants.

PaulineM anhes, IndianaUniversity,
Bloomington, $2,437. Study of the
effect of cotransmissoninthe
outcomeof co-evolution between
cooperativeand cheating bacteria.

Joseph Pettit, IndianaSateUniversty,
$686. Theeffectivenessof alethal
pitfal-trap pollination system:

jack-in-the-pulpit (Arisaema
triphyllum) versusfungusgnats.

Allan Albig, IndianaState University,
$3,000. Characterization of
molecular mechanismsby which
MAGP-2 promotesangiogenes's.

Jerry Sweeten, Manchester College,
$3,000. Reproduction habitat
preferenceand year classstrength
of smallmouth bass (Micropterus
dolomieu) inthe Edl River near
North Manchester, Indiana.

Gregory W. Clark, Manchester
College, $3,000. Scanning probe
microscopy studiesof poly-3
hexylthiopheneand HOPG mica
and SO,

L uke Snyder, Taylor Universty,
$710. Effectsof gap sizeon
interseeding successfor forb
enhancementintalgrdl prairies.

Daniel King, Taylor University,
$3,000. A study of plant defense
proteinsby mass spectrometry.

continued on next page



Upcoming Invasive Plant
Meeting in Indianapolis

Theannua meeting and sympo-
sumof theMidwest Invasive Plant
Network (MIPN) will take place
December 10-11, 2008 at the down-
town IndianapolisHyatt Regency in
conjunctionwith theNorth Centra
Weed Science Society (NCWSS)
meeting. Thismeetingwill haveawide
variety of talks, workshopsand panels
oninvasive plantimpacts, control,
prevention and more. Registrationwill
beavailablelater thissummer onthe
NCWSSwebsite at
http:/Mww.ncwss.org/.

-- Ellen Jacquart
TheNature Conservancy

1AS Spring Grant Awards continued

Michael K. Watters, Valparaiso
University, $2,483. Control of
hyphal branchingin Neurospora
crassa.

Ryan Sensenig, Goshen College
$2,950. Theinfluence of white-
tailed deer on the establishment
and long-term composition of plant
communitiesintalgrassprarie
restorations.

Jacqueline Doyle, PurdueUniversty,
$1,018. Effectsof sperm competi-
tionintensify and cost onalocation
in Ambystoma maculatum.

Randall Ber not, Bdl SateUniversty,
$2,700. Theroleof diseasein
ecosystems. indirect effectsof
trematodeson benthiccommunities.

Aubrey Ruth Bunch, Ball State
University, $2,977. Stream eco-
system effectson nonprescription
pharmaceuticals.

Paul V. Hickner, Bdl SateUniversty,
$750. Analysisof genetic variation
within and among three urban

populationsof Culex pipiensinIN.
continued on last page

High-Altitude Balloon Workshop

“New Heighis in Scienwce Education”

Pres
Tavlor University & StratoStarSystems LLC
May 21-22 or Aug. 4-5 2008

Higher Education Faculty:

Workshop offered Twice:
May 21-22 2008 or Aug. 4-5 2008

Workshop Activities:

« Conduct @ hgh-aitilude balizon launch
+ Track ard redover S gh-afitude balloon

Workshop Benefits:
Location:
o shipend per RITILTE

TAY LGI{.‘

UMIVERS

An Innovative Tool to Engage Students in Your Classes
(Bicdogy, Chamising, Compuier Science, Enginearng, Physics, efc.)

= Fposrve fraineng on all aspescts ol high-albbsde ballooning
= Diasign and build &n sxpenmsnt for 8 balicon paylaad

O Free high-altilude baloon launch & your uninersity with
squiprmerd nded by MSF and ischncal asaisbncs from
Tayks Liniversity and Siralcsiar Sysiens

Folioss-up suppodt from Tasylor Univessiby

= ":nr\_-l;r Linrsgrasty - Lpdand 1N (Lne Bour Mo of Indhanapaln

Mo cost to attend & recieve $200

More Information

wowwL lay loreduw/ crdbal loon

e

STRATESTAH

The Awards Committee is Requesting
Nominations for IAS Fellow

Our BylawsdescribeaFellow as
“A member with recognized sanding as
ascientist, who hascontributed tothe
objectivesof theAcademy, been
recognized by two-thirdsof the Com-
mitteeon Awards, and been approved
by amgjority of themembersvoting at
theannua meeting. Thetitleisawarded
asan honor andisindependent of the
classof membership.”

Specid congderationshouldbe
givento: lengthof membershipinthe
Academy (minimum 3years); thenature
of servicetotheAcademy andtothe
advancement of scienceinIndiang;
sarviceto educationinscience; and
achievementsinscientificresserch. The
natureof servicetotheAcademy
means. attending | ASmeetings,

3

presenting paperdpublishinginthe
Proceedings, serving asan officer, asa
committeechair, asacommittee
member, playingaroleinorganizing
Academy functions etc.
Nominationsshouldincludea
cover |etter that describesthe qualifi-
cationsof thenomineefor thisaward
aswell asasignature page signed by
2fdlowsof theAcademy and if
possible, abrief vitafor thenominee.
Thenominatiionformaswell as
informationon lASAwardsand alist
of current fellowscan befound at
http://
www.indianaacademyofscience.or g/
htmlfileslawar ds.html .

continued on last page



Soring 2008 Grant Awards continued

Elizabeth Zinn, Ball Sate University, $1,718. Efficiency
of constructed wetlandsto remove antimicrobia agent
Triclosanfromwastewater.

BruceN. Sorhoff, Ball State University, $2,832. The
synthesisof new catalystsfor carbon-carbon bond
formation reactionsand the study of these catalystsin
agueous and mixed agueous organi ¢ solvent mixtures.

Donald Ruch, Ball State University, $500. Examination
of thefloraand flora communitiesof theMeramec
Preserve, Delaware County, IN.

Deadlinefor submission of material for the
August issue of the |AS Newsdletter is
July 20, 2007.

Send copy to Donald G. Ruch at
druch@bsu.edu

For IASinformation, goto:
www.indianaacademyofscience.org
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Nominationsfor |ASFellows continued
Nominationsshould besentto Dr. ClareL . Chatot,

Chair, IASAwards Committee, Dept. of Biology, Ball
State University, Muncie, IN 47306 by September 5,
2008for congderation for thisyear. Questionscanbedirected
totheAwards Committee Chair at cchatot @bsu.edu or
765-285-8827.

-- Clare Chatot, Chair
| ASAwards Committee

2008 |AS Fall Meeting

Meeting Site:  University of Evansville
Dates: - - - - - - October 23-25
Abstract Submission: Sept. 1%, 2008

For additional infor mation and submission
formes, pleasevisit thelndiana Academy of
Sciencewebsitelater thissummer at

indianaacademyofscience.org
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