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Note from the President’s Corner
When I was thinking about what I was going to write in the Note from the President
in February, I was planning to talk about the 135th Annual Academy Meeting, the
presentations, the awards, our sponsors, and the partnership between high school
math and science educators and the Academy senior scientists. But, there was no
meeting. This might have been the first meeting missed by many academy members
in years. This was a very hard decision to cancel the annual meeting and was only
done so after many rounds of e-mails among the Academy Council. Personally, it was
one of the first large events I was involved in that was canceled. So much has
changed since then. University classes have moved to online delivery. I am writing
this Note from my couch instead of my desk at work. My family is sharing reliable but
not great internet while we work and go to school online. It is a different world. I am
an optimist. We will get through this crisis. There will be another annual academy
meeting with presentations from Indiana scientists, students, and educators.
The work of the Academy has not halted. The Academy continues to fund science outreach projects
with our Indiana Community Grants Program, research in Indiana funded by the Academy Senior Research
Grants Program, completed the elections of our new officers and committee members, is processing
reimbursements for annual meeting registrations, has published the quarterly Academy Newsletter this week,
preparing for the Science Talent Search fall program for our young people, and so much more. The work of the
Academy continues. The Academy Council will meet to discuss business and budget this month (April). New
people will step into leadership positions on June 1 and the Academy moves forward. I hope that each of you
are able to take a moment to find a silver lining in this new reality. I have been able to hike most days and
watch spring emerge in Prophet’s Town State Park. Movie nights have returned to our Friday nights. And,
everyone is reading more. I am grateful for my friends, family, and colleagues who have Zoomed and WebExed
and Hung Out to virtually share their lives.
The Academy Council will meet on April 18th by Zoom. We have much to discuss and the minutes of
that meeting will be posted on our website later this spring. As members, you have access to budget
information and minutes from our Council meetings as these are posted on the website. If you have any
questions or comments please reach out to a member of the IAS council. It has been an exciting time to serve
as the President of the Academy. I look forward to continuing to work together to elevate science in Indiana.
Yours in scholarship,
Vanessa S. Quinn, PhD, IAS President
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From the Desk of the Executive Director
COVID-19 is now daily dinner table conversation. The
world is grappling with this enormous problem and its
impact on our day to day way of life, nonstop. What
we’ve learned in the last several weeks is the importance
of complying with the stay-at-home order, washing our
hands, and continuing to follow the social distancing
guidelines. Our hearts go out to all of you who have been
affected by the outbreak of coronavirus. Please pay
particular attention to the resources available to you in
your respective areas of Indiana, to make sure you and
your families are given the attention required. Governor
Holcomb is aired daily for COVID-19 updates and
information on Indiana resources, on RTV6 at 2:30 p.m.
We treasure the members of the Indiana Academy of Science. Together we have emphasized
and supported science research and science education in our state for over 100 years, since
1885. The commitment of our multidisciplined scientists from both industry and academia,
science educators inclusive of our science teachers whom we rely on heavily to guide our
youth, and our undergraduate and graduate science students from our remarkable Indiana
colleges and universities, is truly appreciated. The Academy will continue to do the work we
have been chosen to do, for as long as we can. Our love for what science means and does for
Indiana, and for the world we live in, is constant.
Stay safe. Stay well.
Delores G. Brown, Ph.D., Executive Director

2020 ANNUAL MEETING NOTES
The 135th Annual Academy Meeting pre-registration refunds have all been reconciled. Those
who paid by check have been refunded in the amount sent, by an Academy check to the
address we have on file in the membership database. Those who paid by credit card have been
refunded in the amount sent to the original credit card used. (Credit card refunds may take a
few days to show on your account). The Academy is grateful to those who donated your preregistration fee to the continued work of the Indiana Academy of Science.
Thank you again for registering to attend the 135th Annual Academy Meeting this
year. This year's meeting looked to be quite exciting, with over 200 research papers and
posters, together with a dozen hot topics and 5 workshops to share. We look forward to next
year. Mark your calendars now for Saturday, March 20, 2021, J.W. Marriott Hotel, downtown
Indianapolis. More to come.
Abstracts accepted for the 2020 Annual Meeting will be published in an upcoming issue
of the Proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Science.

2

INDIANA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE NEWSLETTER, ISSUE 175, MAY 2020

SPRING 2020 SENIOR RESEARCH GRANTS
PI Name

Position

Berry, Jennifer

Assistant Prof.

Gabry, Nick

Grade Student - Ph.D.

Holland, Jeffrey

Professor

Kellogg, Zachary

Grad Student - Masters

Li, Zhihai

Assistant Prof.

Mosey, Aaron

Grad Student - Ph.D.

Mower, Arden

Grad Student - Masters

Mulye, Minal
Richards, Kyle

Assistant Prof.
Graduate Student Masters

Roossien, Douglas

Assistant Prof.

Stobart, Christopher

Assistant Prof.

Title of Project
Characterization of caffeine and alcohol coconsumption in an intermittent access
paradigm in adult and adolescent C57BL/6 mice
Intraspecific Variation in Partner Preference in
a Polymorphic Bird (Zonotrichia albicollis)
The Bioindicator Potential and Spatial Patterns
of Springtails across Diverse Indiana Landscape
Spatial Analysis and Habitat Use of Snapping
Turtles in an Urban Wetland
Developing a Novel Route of Synthesizing
Semiconductor Nanomaterials for Enviromental
Remediation
Ferroelectric lithography for the bottom up
fabricatino of magnetic naosphere arrays
Investigating the Involvement of Fungal Growth
in Human Decomposition and its Potential to
Determine the Postmortem Inverval
Potential of cyclooxygenase inhibition as a
treatment strategy to preven Coxiella burnetii
growth
Clearing the Path: An Investigation in
Translocon Fuction
A novel primary neuronal culture system to
determine the role of serotonin in axon
elongation and branching
Mutagenesis and Characterization of the Roel
of Domain 3 of Coronavirus Protease N5P5

NEW SECTION CHAIRS / VICE CHAIRS FOR 2020-2021
ANTHROPOLOGY: Arden Mower/Sara Mire
BOTANY: Darrin Rubino/Philip Villani
CELL BIOLOGY: Erika Sorensen-Kamakian/Douglas Roossien
CHEMISTRY: Patrick McVey/Emil Khisamutdinov
EARTH SCIENCE: William Elliott/Darrell Schultz
ECOLOGY: Jeremy Sheets/Xianzhong Wang
ENGINEERING: Irene Reizman/Michelle Marincel Payne
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE: Charles Crawford/[Vacant]
MATHEMATICS: Kevin Drury/[Vacant]
MICROBIOLOGY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY: Christopher Stobart/Natalia Hubbs
PHYSICS & ASTRONOMY: Adam Rengstorf/Ryan Wes Tobin
PLANT SYSTEMATICS & BIODIVERSITY: Kemuel Badger/Emily Gillespie
SCIENCE EDUCATION: Christine Barlow/Erin Gerecke
ZOOLOGY & ENTOMOLOGY: Brian Gall/Luke Jacobus
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Institution

Butler
Indiana State
Purdue
Purdue FW

Ball State
IUPUI

Uindy
Marian
University
Ball State

Ball State
Butler
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2020 AWARDS
The committee decided to postpone issuing this year's awards, including announcing them to
the membership and having their biographies in the newsletter until 2021. There has been
precedent where awards were not given for a particular year, or even years.
If there are additional nominations for Fellow, the committee will consider those but
will not have additional Distinguished Scholar or Service awards for 2021. The committee
wanted to maximize the special nature of these two awards.

Procedure for Nomination of Individuals for IAS Fellows
The Awards Committee of the Indiana Academy of Science accepts nominations any time of the
year. Forms for Fellow may be found at http://www.indianaacademyofscience.org/awardfellows. Please keep in mind that Recommendations for Academy Fellows are put forth by
Fellows of the Academy only. Recommended nominees must be current members of the
Indiana Academy of Science. Please direct questions or send nominations to:
awards@indianaacademyofscience.org

2020 IAS ELECTION RESULTS
The Nominations and Elections Committee is pleased to present the election results from this
year’s vote. We would like to thank all those members who agreed to be on the slate this year.
Your interest in taking on an Academy leadership role is very much appreciated. The Academy
also wishes to thank the general membership for taking the time to vote this year. The newly
elected will take their seats on June 1, 2020.
President-Elect Paul Doss, Ph.D.
(Professor of Geology, Univ. Southern Indiana)

(continued on next page)
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ELECTION RESULTS, CONTINUED
Member at Large Azeem Ahmad, Ph.D.
(Assistant Professor of Microbiology, Marian Univ.)

Research Grants Committee Members
Zhihai Li, Ph.D.
Minal Mulye Ph.D.
(Assistant Professor of
(Assistant Professor of
Chemistry, Ball State Univ.)
Microbiology & Immunology,
Marian Univ.)

Thanks again to all who voted and to all who agreed to stand for election. The Academy could
not function without you!
2019 Nominations and Elections Committee
Alice Heikens, Ph.D.
(Immediate Past President)
Horia Petrache, Ph.D.
(Past President)
Delores Brown, Ph.D. (Exec. Director & Chair)
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Indiana Academy of Science and Indiana Department of
Education Partner to Bring Together Indiana High School
Teachers and Indiana Senior Scientists
The Indiana Academy of Science and the Indiana Department of Education partnered, bringing
together 60 Indiana high school teachers and 10 Indiana senior scientists (from Industry and
Academia) to design robust STEM curricula for Indiana high school students. Beginning
September 2019, science and mathematics teachers were identified from school districts
throughout the state of Indiana, and matched with Indiana senior scientists from those same
regions. They convened in person 3 times during the year, and online. They worked through the
details of lesson planning and designed tools that science educators will be able to use in their
classrooms and share with other Indiana science and mathematics teachers through the Indiana
Department of Education Website and the Indiana Academy of Science Website. The school year
of 2019-2020 was a pilot program, and noting its success, the Indiana Academy of Science and
the Indiana Department of Education will explore continuing to provide this opportunity for a
greater number of Indiana science educators and Indiana senior scientists going forward.

Images from the 2019-2020 pilot
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Profiles: William Albert Noyes (1857–1941)
by Luke M. Jacobus, Newsletter Editor
William A. Noyes was a charter member of
the Indiana Academy of Science and served
as president of the Academy in 1894. He
remains one of America’s most distinguished
chemists. In 1908 Noyes and H. C. P. Weber
received the Nichols Medal for their work on
the atomic weight of chlorine. In 1920 he
received the Willard Gibbs Medal (his son
also received this medal, and they remain
the only father and son who have each won
it), and in 1935 received the Priestly Medal
(his son also received this medal, and they
remain the only father and son who have
each won it). He received several honorary
degrees and memberships. He was a Fellow
of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, a member of the National
Academy of Sciences, and the American
Philosophical Society. He served in several
positions in the American Chemical Society,
including president, and the American
Association for the Advancement of Science.
Noyes accepted a position at Rose Polytechnic Institute in Terre Haute in 1886, moving
from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. Previously, he had held various positions
(including his graduate work) at Grinnell College, Johns Hopkins University, the University of
Virginia, the University of Minnesota, and the Minnesota Geological Survey. During his time at
Rose, he took leave and studied with Adolf von Baeyer at the University of Munich. He also did
work for the State Water Survey in Indiana. His other contributions specific to Indiana science
included work on Indiana coals. During his time in Indiana, his reputation was on the rise to
international prominence.
He left Terre Haute in 1903 after accepting a position with the National Bureau of
Standards in Baltimore, and he briefly regained affiliation with Johns Hopkins. A listing of his
various collaborations and interactions with scientists and others around this time would read
as a veritable Who’s Who list. In 1907, he moved to the University of Illinois.
Noyes became editor of the Journal of the American Chemical Society in 1901 and in
1907 founded Chemical Abstracts. In 1909 he was part of a group that recommended
publication of the Journal of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry; in 1919 he helped establish
Chemical Monographs, and in 1924, Chemical Reviews.
Noyes took an interest and active role in advocating for science as a means for world
peace, believing that scientists were well-equipped for furthering this goal, given their
recognition of truth and appreciation for honest efforts. He spoke and wrote numerous
pamphlets on such topics, especially between 1920–1937. He was a charter member of the
American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom. (continued on next page)
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His Indiana Academy of Science President’s Address, published in Volume 4 of the
Proceedings, contains the words “Pure science belongs to all time, and can wait for a fact or a
principle till the time is ripe for its discovery.” Noyes was fortunate to have had the value of his
science recognized during his own time, and we should do well to remember him and his work.
SOURCES
Adams, R. (1952) William Albert Noyes, 1857–1941. Biographical Memoirs of the National Academy of Science
[1952]: 179–208.
Noyes, W. A. (1894) Lavoisier. Proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Science 4: 17–27.
White, J. M. & P. J. Cook. (1994) William Albert Noyes, Jr., 1898–1980. Biographical Memoirs of the National
Academy of Science 64: 340–353.

Current COVID-19 Statistics & Research:
Resources for Indiana & the World
Indiana:

https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/

World:

https://ourworldindata.org/coronavirus

IAS FaceBook Page
Our FaceBook page has changed. Please like us at
https://www.facebook.com/IndianaAcademyOfScience/.

Student Position on Indiana Native Plant Society Council
To help us bring more youth to nature, a competitive position is being offered for a college or
university student to sit on INPS Council for a year. The student will participate in Council
meetings, weigh in on policy decisions, and assist in engaging young people in our mission.
Please encourage students to apply for this important leadership position. For more
information and application materials visit the INPS website.
https://indiananativeplants.org/2020/seeking-student-representation-on-inps-council/
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COVID-19 – How far have we come?
A Webinar Panel Discussion with Indiana scientists;
presented by the
Indiana Academy of Science
COVID-19 – How far have we come? With the rise of the novel coronavirus (COVID19) cases across the world and majorly in the USA, COVID-19 is presenting unexpected
challenges for scientists and health practitioners. The impact of COVID-19 has taken
center stage for research in the United States. Scientists are racing to answer the many
existing unanswered questions? Nationwide, laboratories have had to suspend or refocus
their research. Private companies are focusing efforts to develop detection tests,
therapeutic drugs and vaccines to help cure and prevent spread of the COVID-19 causing
virus SARS-CoV2. Clinical trials are underway in search of viable treatments.
A diverse panel of scientists will discuss the virology, pathogenesis, current and ongoing
treatment and vaccine trials for COVID-19. They will also discuss the impact of COVID19 social distancing on laboratory research progress and how to best use this time away
from the lab. This interactive panel discussion will help us learn more about the virus, and
will give the audience an opportunity to ask intriguing questions. Join our Indiana
scientists as we begin to unpack answers to the myriad of questions that continue
to surface.

OPTION 1
BLUE = PMS 647, GOLD = PMS 131

This panel discussion is geared towards scientists, science educators, science college
and university students in particular, but all are welcome to participate. If you have
particular questions you would like this panel to address, feel free to send them
ahead of time to execdir@indianaacademyofscience.org (subject line: COVID 19
Panel Question), by Monday night (11:59p.m.), May 11, 2020.
Moderator
Minal Mulye, PhD is an Assistant Professor of Microbiology
and Immunology at Marian University College of Osteopathic
Medicine. She earned her Ph.D. in infection and immunity from
the University of Toledo College of Medicine, Toledo, OH. Her
work involved deciphering the host-pathogen interactions of
the highly infectious respiratory pathogen Burkholderia
pseudomallei, the causative agent of melioidosis. Her
postdoctoral studies at Indiana University School of Medicine,
Indianapolis, IN involved studying another highly infectious
bacterium, Coxiella burnetii and how it manipulates host cells
to cause infection. Dr. Mulye has 5+ years of experience
working with highly infectious pathogens under the Biosafety
level 3 conditions. At Marian, she teaches immunology to the medical students and
(continued on next page)
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continues to study Coxiella-host interactions. She has served the Indiana Academy of
Science as Chair of the Microbiology and Molecular Biology Section (2019) and is a
member of the Proceedings Editorial Board.
Panelists
David A. Sanders, PhD is an Associate Professor of Biological Sciences at Purdue
University.
He conducted his Ph.D.
research in Biochemistry with Dr. Daniel
E. Koshland Jr., who was then editor of
the journal Science, at the University of
California at Berkeley. Dr. Sanders was
the discoverer of a biochemical reaction
that leads to the entry of cancer-causing
retroviruses into cells. Professor Sanders
also is the author of two U.S, patents on
novel gene-therapy delivery techniques.
His work on the Ebola virus led to his
participation in the U.S. Defense Threat
Reduction Agency's Biological Weapons Proliferation Prevention Program, a product of
the Nunn-Lugar legislation. His responsibilities included inspecting the Vector laboratory
in Siberia, which was the site of biological-weapons development in the era of the Soviet
Union. He has investigated the transmission of viruses from other animals to humans and
is often invited to speak on ethics, biodefense, evolution, gene therapy, vaccination and
influenza viruses in public forums. Dr. Sanders has been interviewed by media around
the world about his research and the role of science in public policy.
Christopher Stobart, PhD, is a microbiologist specializing in virus structure, stability,
and function at Butler University where he currently leads
research evaluating factors regulating the physical stability
and replication of RSV and continues work on the structure
and function of coronavirus protease nsp5. Dr. Stobart
received his B.S. degrees in biology and chemistry from
Xavier University (Cincinnati, OH) in 2008 and his Ph.D. in
microbiology and immunology from Vanderbilt University
(Nashville, TN) in 2013. His doctoral thesis completed in
the laboratory of Dr. Mark Denison evaluated a key
protease named nsp5, which is utilized by coronaviruses
for viral replication. He continued his research in virology
by completing a postdoctoral research fellowship in the
laboratory of Dr. Martin Moore at Emory University
(Atlanta, GA) where he played a central role in the
development of a live-attenuated vaccine candidate for
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), a major human pathogen among infants and the elderly.
Dr. Stobart joined the Butler University Department of Biological Sciences in the Fall of
2016.
(continued on next page)

10

INDIANA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE NEWSLETTER, ISSUE 175, MAY 2020
Bill Sullivan, PhD, is a professor at the Indiana University School of Medicine in
Indianapolis where he studies
infectious disease. He has published
over 100 papers in scientific journals
and has written for National
Geographic, Discover, Scientific
American, COSMOS, Psychology
Today, and more. Recently, he has
been writing and speaking about
COVID-19 and potential treatments
including hydroxychloroquine. He is
the author of "Pleased to Meet Me:
Genes, Germs, and the Curious
Forces That Make Us Who We Are"
(National Geographic Books), Dr.
Sullivan
is
an
award-winning
researcher, teacher, and science
communicator.
WEBINAR
Time - May 13 2020 – 3:00 - 4:30 pm
Venue – Webex
Meeting Information
Meeting link:
https://mu.webex.com/mu/j.php?MTID=mc7faeaf25edcc077646658817543b23e
th

Meeting number: 618 191 951
Password: Q7memnQ3da6
More ways to join
Join by video system
Dial 618191951@mu.webex.com
You can also dial 173.243.2.68 and enter your meeting number.
Join by phone
+1-415-655-0001 US Toll
+1-415-655-0001 US Toll
Access code: 618 191 951
Global call-in numbers
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Indianapolis Zoo Awards Grants to Protect Endangered Animals
$350,000 allocated to support saving species worldwide
Seventeen projects saving species around the world are set to receive funds from the Indianapolis Zoo this
year as part of its annual conservation grants program.
As wild things and wild places face increasing challenges, the Zoo’s involvement and monetary support
extends to species under severe threat of extinction, including African elephants, great apes, and the
recovery efforts for animals affected by Australia’s wildfires.
“We believe in a world where nature thrives. The conservation commitment of Hoosiers starts locally in
our backyards and neighborhoods and extends nationally and internationally,” said Bill Street, Senior Vice
President of Conservation, Life Sciences and Education. “We are proud to support conservation projects
that protect and preserve species and habitats for future generations.”
Grants are given based on science and research; measurable impact; species visitors can see at the Zoo;
and projects that help prevent illegal activities in areas where conflicts between people and wildlife exist.
The grants program has developed long-term relationships, leading to key opportunities for Zoo staff to
experience in-the-field conservation efforts for the species they care for. In 2019, Forests Keeper Jill
Barker spent two weeks working with Dr. Linda Kerley of the Amur Tiger Conservation Project, learning
about population monitoring, anti-poaching management and wildlife disease monitoring.
2020 Conservation Initiatives:
Amur Tiger Conservation Project in Lazovsky District in Primorsky Krai, Russia (Amur tigers)
APOPO (African giant pouched rats)
APPC — Panamerican Conservation Association (sloths) Association of Zoos and Aquariums: SAFE
(endangered species including vaquitas, black rhinos, whooping crane, sharks and rays) Australia Wildfire
Relief (Australian wildlife)
Cheetah Conservation Fund (cheetahs)
Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International (gorillas)
Goualougo Triangle Ape Project (African great apes)
International Elephant Foundation (elephants)
IUCN — International Union for Conservation of Nature (endangered species)
Kutai National Park Orangutan Field Conservation (Bornean orangutans) Macaw Recovery Network
(scarlet and great green macaws)
Northern Rangelands Trust (hirola antelope)
Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Program (Sumatran orangutans)
Tarangire Elephant Project (African elephants)
World Parrot Trust (blue-throated macaws) ZACC — Zoos and Aquariums Committed to Conservation
(endangered species)
Detailed descriptions for each project the Zoo supports can be found here.
About the Indianapolis Zoo
The Indianapolis Zoo empowers people and communities, both locally and globally, to advance animal
conservation. Located in White River State Park downtown, the Indianapolis Zoo is accredited by the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the American Alliance of Museums as a zoo, aquarium and
botanical garden. Visit IndianapolisZoo.com
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2020 Spring Council Meeting Notes
Attendees:

by Jessi Haeft
Saturday, April 18, 2020; 10 a.m.; held virtually via Zoom

Vanessa Quinn, Academy President
Eric (VJ) Rubenstein, President-Elect
Michael Finkler, Treasurer
Alice Long Heikens, Immediate Past President
Thomas Dolan, Foundation Committee
Delores Brown, Executive Director

Marc Milne, Biodiversity Committee
Dean Wiseman, Member-at-Large
Patrick Motl, Member-at-Large
Sarah Mordan-McCombs, Webmaster
Luke Jacobus, Newsletter Editor

Topic:
Call to Order/Presidents Remarks. Vanessa Quinn-presiding
Academy President Vanessa Quinn welcomed everyone and thanked them for joining the Spring Council
meeting today on ZOOM. She expressed her gratitude for serving as Academy president, and for receiving
Council and Committee support during her presidency this year.
Topic:
Treasurer Report. - Michael Finkler
•

•
•
•
•

Emphasized the importance of being mindful about expenses going into the 2020-2021 fiscal year. With the
plunge in value of the Academy Foundation investments and the likelihood that other revenue streams (e.g.
membership, grants, etc.) will be reduced in the coming months it means that we must plan to reduce, not
freeze, our expenses for the next fiscal year. This will involve freezing stipends, salaries, and reducing budgets
everywhere where we have the flexibility to do so.
New additional spending should not be considered unless we are willing to cut something we are already doing.
With the cancellation of the Annual Meeting, we avoided the normal expenses of that meeting. The budget for
that meeting was $76,700.00 and only $300.00 of that budget was spent.
With a few exceptions we are on track to spend at or below the budgeted amounts accepted by the Budget
Committee for the 2019-2020 year.
The cash flow for the Academy is down by around 20%.

Conclusion:
•

If there is money involved in a program, or for any other reason, you need to contact Michael
Finkler first. This way he can make sure the payments are made.

Topic:
Discussion:
•

•
•

Awards Committee…Sarah Mordan McCombs

The Awards Committee is recommending to the Council that the 2019-2020 awards be postponed and
presented at the 2020-2021 Annual Academy Meeting. This way the persons receiving these awards can get the
proper recognition and fan-fare they deserve.
At the 2021 Annual Meeting, present the awards from 2020 and 2021 together.
Suggested opening nominations for 2020-2021 awards to Fellows only, and keep the same Distinguished Scholar
and Distinguished Service awardees.

Conclusion:
•
•

The Council unanimously voted to approve the recommendation of the Awards Committee.
Recommendation that when the Section Leadership Meeting is held in the fall, let the section leadership know
that they are welcomed to nominate one of their members for a Fellow if they choose. A section doesn’t have to
participate.
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Topic:
Discussion:
•

•

Senior Grants Committee

J. D. Mendez stated the IAS website continues to be inadequate for submitting proposals for this program. Many
continue to submit multiple copies because no confirmation is given. He also stated that most committee
members do not have access to the folder where proposals are stored which is cumbersome and difficult to
navigate. Submissions are scanned , and require manual entry for all data. A new system is needed to make
proposal submission reasonable for everyone involved.
The Council concluded that we will need to be flexible in the submission timeline for these grants because most
colleges and universities are closed due to COVID 19. They furthered that the decision for granting extensions
should be left to the Senior Grants Committee, to grant on a case by case basis. This committee could send
notification to the current winners of this grant that due to the current circumstances deadline extensions are
possible if needed. Grantees would need to make a formal request.

Conclusion:
•
•

Sarah Mordan-McCombs discussed she tested the senior research grants system and a confirmation is sent by email.
She also discussed the folder issue stating that she noticed that some of the members are putting their
submissions into a wrong folder. Also, she commented that additional funding would be needed to create a
form and do the upgrades the Sr. Research Grants Committee would like to see, which is not fiscally possible at
this time. Silver Tech costs $200.00 per hour. She will contact Silver Tech to get a quote on the expense for
creating a form.

Topic:

Webmaster Report- Sarah Mordan McCombs

Discussion:
• There were initial issues with meeting registration and abstract upload due to a coding issue on the back end of
the website that only SilverTech could change. It would be best to wait for a week after the Christmas break
before allowing registration and submission of abstracts. This would give time for troubleshooting.
• There were issues with member grace periods which did not reset correctly causing unpaid memberships to
become inactive too early. Sarah is going to resolve this with SilverTech. This should be within their scope of
work from the last set of updates and is their responsibility to correct.
• Our site is not mobile-friendly. Sarah suggested she can look into fixing this but feels it will be very expensive.
• Problems such as password reset, mobile compatibility, uploading of non-member abstracts would require
recoding which we would have to pay for. This could be very costly and we would need to get a quote.
• Sarah is working on the Annual Academy Meeting refunds paid for by credit card.

Conclusion:
•
•

Topic:

Recommendation that registration for the Annual Academy meeting begin on January 11, a week later than in
the past, to provide enough time for system testing.
Members of the Council felt it is important to be able to access our website from a phone as many people,
including students, access sites this way.

Executive Director – Delores Brown

•

Discussion:
• Spoke about the Science Talent Search Program which was held at IUPUI last year. This year the program will be
help at Purdue University Northwest.
• This generally takes place in September of each year, with our high school student competing against high
school students from across the country in February the following year at the AAAS meeting. The Academy
sends our 2 winners to present their research posters alongside another 100+ high school students from across
the country at this meeting. Students usually begin preparing for the competition at this time of the year.
However, due to the current conditions with COVID 19, they are not able to do that.
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•

•
•

Delores Brown asked the Youth Activities Committee to discuss how this program could look under the present
COVID 19 situation, and the Committee is recommending that the Academy delay the program until the fall.
Will have the students start preparing their research projects after school starts in the fall. It is not certain when
school will open this year. It may not happen this year, but we should plan for it in the budget. A lot of
questions are unanswered at this point, including whether this program will take place nationally.
There is nothing in the policy for the Science Talent Search Program that lists a date for commencing.
It was mentioned that the Hoosier Science and Engineering Fair was done virtually this year and it went well,
and virtual could be a possibility if needed.

Conclusion:
•
•

Michael Finkler commented that we need to have a clear set of guidelines for what happens after students
are selected for the competition: awards, travel to AAAS, etc.
Vanessa Quinn will be directing the Science Talent Search Program from PNW and as such will need to be
included in all future discussions.

Topic:

Academy Social Media – Vanessa Quinn

Discussion:
• The social media intern’s contract was terminated, effective April 1, 2020.
• We need someone familiar with social media that is a member of the Academy, as the interns are not
working out.
• The interns were told to take articles from the Newsletter and post them. Could also have members send in
ideas for stories to post.
• There are two Indiana Academy of Science Facebook pages that need merging.

Conclusion:
•
•

Luke Jacobus volunteered to do the social media for the Academy He will receive the information to
administrate the accounts from Vanessa.
Michael Finkler will delete the old Facebook page.

Topic:

Foundation Committee – Tom Dolan

Discussion:
•
•

Topic:

There is a decline in the principle due to the stock market. The stocks have been changed to a more
moderate investment.
There is little fluctuation in the cash flow.

Other

Discussion:
•

Problems persist with members not receiving mass e-mails from Delores Brown via the mass email
feature on our Website.

Conclusion:
•

Topic:

Sarah is going to look into the problem with mass mailing from our Website. She commented that we
may have to contract with an email service like Send Grid

Announcements

Discussion:
•

•

The Budget Committee Meeting is May 21, 2020 from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. (ZOOM); Discussion took place
regarding choosing meeting dates. Recommendation to conduct a Doodle Poll going forward to try to
get the majority of the Council and Committee Chairs in meeting attendance. Delores will begin this in
preparation for the Fall Council Meeting.
The Council noted that the virtual meeting is a big help with attendance, and also helps with travel time
and parking.
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•
•

Do away with the mindset of having meetings only on Saturday.
Academy President Vanessa Quinn noted that under normal circumstances she would have had the
pleasure of passing the Academy president gavel to President-Elect Eric (VJ) Rubenstein in front of
Academy membership at the 135th Annual Academy Meeting, but because that meeting had to be
cancelled this year due to COV 19, that was not possible. She instead acknowledged that she was
completing her term as president (effective May 31) and that Eric (VJ) Rubenstein would take over as
the new Academy President (effective June 1) for 2020-2021.

•

Immediate Past President Alice Heikens thanked Vanessa Quinn, on behalf of the Indiana Academy of
Science, for serving as president this year.

The Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.

UPCOMING NEWSLETTER DEADLINES
Send items to the Editor, Luke M. Jacobus, lmjacobu @ iupuc.edu
• Aug 15 for September 2020
• Nov 15 for December 2020
• Feb 1 for February 2021
• April 15 for May 2021
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