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Note from the President’s Corner

Dr. Alice Heikens

When I moved to Indiana in 1991, the first organization I joined was
the Indiana Academy of Science. Some of my colleagues were members, and I viewed this as an opportunity to meet other plant ecologists and botanist. In this organization I met professionals who became trusted colleagues and worked with me on research projects,
mentored my undergraduate students in internships and jobs, and became friends. Academy members helped me learn about the state’s
natural areas, supported me as I honed research skills as a young assistant professor, and collaborated on research projects. The annual
meetings went beyond networking opportunities and provided an added opportunity for me to share my research and receive feedback
from fellow scientists. These meetings also provided my students
with a great venue to present their research, learn from other Indiana
scientists and science students, and learn how to be a professional scientist.

As a plant ecologist, I enjoy researching natural areas. I have collaborated with the U.S. Forest Service and other organizations on barrens
research in southern Indiana, written various conservation assessment
President
for rare plants, and conducted plant population ecology studies of parasitic and other interesting plants. I enjoy delving into the history of
natural areas and rare species to determine why the sites and plants are rare, and develop a plan for recovery. Some people cannot resist bringing home lost puppies. Well, I cannot resist learning what is unique
about various species, why they grow where they do, and what makes them “tick.” Currently, I have a student researching the parasitic cancer root. Why do they produce flowers underground? And why are these,
according to literature, the fertile ones while the above-ground flowers tend to be sterile? These are the
fun questions we are attempting to answer.
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Much change has taken place during my 28 years as a member of the Academy. When I joined, young
professional women were a minority and the leadership was primarily male. Today, I see numerous young
professionals making important contributions to the Academy and providing leadership throughout the
organization. Our goal is to remain an important resource for Indiana scientists and provide opportunities
for scientific research, education, and collaboration.
If you want to become more involved, please contact me. There are always leadership and networking opportunities. Also, we want to hear from our members. Have ideas, suggestions, comments? Let us know!
Alice Heikens
President, Indiana Academy of Science

From the Desk of the Executive Director

Hello Academy Members,



It seems the year is moving quickly. 2019 is just around the corner!
With all of the changes happening in the world today, it is comforting to
know that there are things we can count on. Your commitment to the Indiana
Academy of Science is one of those things. Because of that commitment, the
Indiana Academy of Science remains strong. For that we are grateful!



This month the Academy will continue to support the research of many
Indiana scientists by awarding grants (up to $3000.00 each) to members who
submit competitive proposals. Senior Research Grant Proposals are due by
September 15. Submission criteria and other grant information are found at
http://www.indianaacademyofscience.org.


Delores Brown
Executive Director

It is getting very close to time for the Academy Award Nominations.
Who do you think is deserving of the Distinguished Scholar Award and the
Distinguished Service Award? Email your nominations to Awards Chair
Marcia Moore at awards@indianaacademyofscience.org, by October 15.

 The Indiana Academy of Science is a sponsor of the Natural Areas Conference, scheduled for October 23-25. This conference will focus on “providing access to cutting-edge information, emerging management techniques, and science-based practices for natural areas practitioners. Conference
features will include “symposia on topics such as: Maximizing data and technology to inform natural areas management• Conserving and managing karst systems• Pollinators in natural areas management• Collaboration approaches to conservation• and Native plant materials in natural areas management. Plus sessions on: Land Management in Light of Climate Change, Fire Ecology.” Plan to attend! Regular registration can found at
www.naturalareas.org.


The Academy will share Academy information at an exhibit table during the Geological Society of A merica Scientific Conference, scheduled for November 4-7 at the Indiana Convention Center. Earth Science Section leadership are scheduling Section members to be onsite at the exhibit table during the conference. Are you planning to
attend the GSA Conference and can give a couple of hours to the Academy exhibit table? Please contact Section
Chair Ed Clements miejc@msn.com or Section Vice Chair Paul Doss pdoss@usi.edu. Conference early registration (https://community.geosociety.org/gsa) ends October 1. “The GSA Annual Meeting is not all about the scientific sessions. There will be 26 one- to three-day field trips highlighting the geology of Indiana and the surrounding regions, including the investigation of sedimentary sequences, geomorphology, industrial minerals, karst
systems, environmental aspects, and geologic history of the region. There will also be one- and two-day short
courses on a variety of topics, including geoscience education, geochemistry, structural geology, energy, and geophysics.”



Next month, the Academy will sponsor Celebrate Science Indiana (CSI) at the Indiana State Fairground (October
6); bringing together over 3000 school age youth and science organizations in a full day of interactive STEM. Do
you have the time to get involved on that Saturday? The Academy will have an exhibit table at CSI where you
could present an interactive science experience for Indiana youth. Let us schedule that experience. Email Linda
at linda.buff@indianaacademyofscience.org. Celebrate Science Indiana, the Science Talent Search at IUPUI, the
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Indiana Junior Academy of Science at IU Bloomington, the Indiana State Museum School Field Trip Program, and
Young Innovators Quest, are youth programs the Academy helps to make possible, together with like-missioned
Indiana institutions and organizations.



Proposals are being accepted until February 15, 2019 for the Winona Welch award for botanical biodiversity research. One award of $2500.00 will be made for complete projects on the biodiversity of plants, fungi, or algae.
Proposal preparation instructions and eligibility requirements can be found at www.indianaacademyofscience.org/
research-grants/winona-welch-award. Applications should be submitted by email to Jeffrey Holland, chair of the
Biodiversity and Natural Areas Committee, at jdhollan@purdue.edu.



Please regularly check your Email for other news, announcements, and important deadlines.

Have you renewed your Academy membership for
2019?

Now is the time!

You can renew with a credit card at http://
www.indianaacademyofscience.org, OR by mailing a check
to the Indiana Academy of Science, 650 West Washington
Street, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.

Thank you for your commitment

Delores
Delores Brown, M.S., M.Ed.
Executive Director
Indiana Academy of Science
650 West Washington Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
317.974.0827 (phone) 317.974.0783 (fax)
www.indianaacademyofscience.org
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Winona Welch Award For Botanical Diversity Research
Proposals are being accepted until February 15, 2019 for the Winona Welch award for botanical biodiversity research.
One award of $2500.00 will be made for complete projects on the biodiversity of plants, fungi, or algae. Proposal
preparation instructions and eligibility requirements can be found atwww.indianaacademyofscience.org/researchgrants/winona-welch-award. Applications should be submitted by email to Jeffrey Holland, chair of the Biodiversity
and Natural Areas Committee, at jdhollan@purdue.edu.

Partial results of the 2018 Bioblitz at Eagle Creek Park

Linmia sp. Photo by Bill
Murphy

The Indiana Academy of Science held its annual biological survey or bioblitz over a 24-hour period
at Eagle Creek Park in Marion County during June 2–3, 2018. Approximately 70 researchers attended to survey the biodiversity of the park. The perfect weather and excellent facilities and hosting group at the park made the event a great success. Reports are still coming in from the various taxon teams, but
a preliminary tally of species is: 12 amphibian, 63 aquatic
invertebrate, 3 bat, 103 bird, 38 bryophyte, 5 carrion fly,
26 fish, 7 reptile, 6 singing insect, and 9 snail-killing fly
species. In addition, teams measured water chemistry,
quality, and associated biogeochemistry in in-flowing and
out-flowing streams. An online map viewer is available to
see the latter results—contact the current chair of the Biodiversity & Natural Areas for information on how to access this at jdhollan@purdue.edu. A full report of all findAmerican Woodcock Photo by
Austin Broadwater
ings will be submitted to the Proceedings of the Indiana
Academy of Science

Biology Position Open at Indiana University Kokomo
The School of Sciences at Indiana University Kokomo invites applications for a full time, 10-month, non-tenure-track
position in biology at the lecturer level, beginning August 1, 2019. Information about the School can be found at:
www.iuk.edu/sciences. Requirements include an earned master’s degree or higher (MA, MS, MAT, or PhD) in biology, biological sciences, or a closely related field. Candidates are expected to have teaching experience (lecture or lab
courses) at the undergraduate level. Interested candidates should review the application requirements and submit their
application at: https://indiana.peopleadmin.com/postings/6560. Additional information about Indiana University Kokomo can be accessed at http://www.iuk.edu
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Recent Publication
Heidi Walsh would like to share her lab’s recent publication with the Indiana Academy of Science. Their paper,
“Obesity-related cellular stressors regulate gonadotropin releasing hormone gene expression via c-Fos/AP-1” has
been accepted for publication by Molecular and Cellular Endocrinology and is currently available online. The full
citation can be found below. Part of this work was funded by the Indiana Academy of Science through the Senior
Research Grant program, which is mentioned in the Acknowledgements section of the paper.
Levi NJ1, Wilson CW1, Redweik GAJ1, Gray NW1, Grzybowski CW1, Lenkey JA1, Moseman AW1, Bertsch AD1,
Dao N1, Walsh HE2. Obesity-related cellular stressors regulate gonadotropin releasing hormone gene expression via
c-Fos/AP-1. Mol Cell Endocrinol. 2018 Jul 29. pii: S0303-7207(18)30235-1. doi: 10.1016/j.mce.2018.07.011.
[Epub ahead of print]
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Department of Biology, Wabash College, PO Box 352, Crawfordsville, IN, 47933, USA.

Indiana Geological and Water Survey’s Rock Core Library Moving
The Indiana Geological and Water Survey’s core library is being moved from 4 September to 15 September (or shortly there after). The new location for the next five years is 1331 S. Curry Pike, Bloomington, IN 47404. Please contact
the Survey at 812-855-7636 for access to the collection. Currently, the collection contains ~ 1600 cores, stretching 51
miles and weighing over 400 tons. An interactive map showing the cores in the collection can be observed at https://
igws.indiana.edu/IGSMap/BedrockCoreInfo.

Stand Up For Science
Elections offer opportunities to remind candidates for public office that part of their responsibility as public servants is to make
informed, data-driven decisions on issues that affect public welfare. Whether through ignorance or ideology, policies that ignore
or run contrary to conclusions with strong scientific consensus will be short-sighted at best, and dangerous at worst. Between
now and election day, take advantage of the availability of candidates in public places to ask their positions on topics such as
climate change and the importance of teaching sound science in Indiana public schools, and challenge anti-science positions. It
never hurts to remind incumbents, challengers and voters that, for centuries, no other way of knowing has explained so much
about how the universe works, and that scientific knowledge is inherently nonpartisan. There’s an old saying in politics – if you
haven’t said it a thousand times, you haven’t said it. Voices count in the political process, and IAS members can, and should, be
voices for science in Indiana.
Jim Bandoli
Emeritus Professor of Biology
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12th Annual Indiana Bat Festival
The Center for Bat Research, Outreach, and Conservation is hosting the 12th Annual Indiana Bat Festival on 15 September 2018. This annual festival is FREE
and draws a crowd of bat enthusiasts
from Indiana and surrounding states.
This year's theme is "A Year in the
Lives of Bats" and details the life
events of bats throughout the year, inBats
cluding hibernation and fall swarming.
There will be live bats and raptors,
guest speakers discussing the lives of bats and how we study bats, a bake
sale, kids’ activities (face painting, "cave" exploration, origami, etc.), inforTracking Bats
mation on building your own bat box, silent auction, and conservation exhibits. Day time activities are from 10:00am–4:00pm in the Science Building on
the campus of Indiana State University (corner of 6th and Chestnut Streets, Terre Haute, IN). Evening events are at
Dobbs Park (5170 E Poplar Drive, Terre Haute, IN) from 6:00–9:00pm. Evening activities include a live raptor demonstration, a kids’ adventure course related to bats and bat research, face painting, and listening for bats at dusk!

Note from the Editor
Please forward items for inclusion in the next newsletter to me at dbjanutolo@anderson.edu
by January 15, 2019

6

