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A DIAGNOSTIC KEY TO ANTS ECOLOGICALLY AFFILIATED WITH

THE GENUS CAREX

Laura Rericha-Anchor1: 28W040 State Route 58, Elgin, IL 60120–9223 USA

ABSTRACT. Prepared is a diagnostic key to the worker caste of 47 ant species that ecologically affiliate
with the genus Carex in Indiana and the adjacent states. This key is a supplement to the floristic work
presented in Rothrock (2021) and Wilhelm & Rericha (2017) and is to be used as a tool to enrich one’s study
of the ecological relationships between sedges and ants. To enhance one’s experience identifying ants with the
key, a suggested glossary should be used, as well as a hand lens and stereo microscope.
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INTRODUCTION

Prepared is a diagnostic key to theworker caste
of 47 ant species that ecologically affiliatewith the
genusCarex as an addendum to Paul Rothrock’s
treatise (2021) on this group of plants in Indiana
and the adjacent states. However, the ecological
relationships between ants and carices were first
presented by Wilhelm & Rericha (2017). The key
was created to enrich one’s study of the genus
Carex and stimulate further learning of the

ecological relationships unique to this diverse
group of plants and insects.

This work presents morphological terms that
may seem esoteric to one who studies plants. The
terms, however, are commonly used to describe
ant morphology. An excellent glossary, with
illustrations, is presented by MacGown (2021),
and the reader is encouraged to use this resource
while navigating the key. Recommended are a
stereo microscope, with 20–403 magnification,
and a 10–143hand lens to study salient features.
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