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Foundation and Senior Research Grants Committee, two at-large members, and the Director. The
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Section Chairs preside at meetings, contribute to the planning and execution of
the annual academy meeting, and contact section members when necessary.

Section vice chairs are elected in the section business meeting at each annual
meeting to serve one year as vice chair (chair-elect) and then one year as chair.

Complete descriptions of the content areas for each section can be found on the Indiana Academy of Science website.









Franklin Carrero-Martinez joined the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine in 2018, where he directs the Science and Technology for Sustainability program
within the Office of International Networks, Collaboration, and Security. He has led cross-

sector initiatives spanning sustainability, international partnerships, and support for
displaced scientists and engineers. He is a scientist–diplomat whose work connects
research, innovation, and international cooperation to advance sustainability and

strengthen science systems globally. Prior to joining the National Academies, Dr. Carrero-
Martínez served as Acting Deputy Science and Technology Adviser to the Secretary of

State. He began his career in science diplomacy and policy as the American Association for
the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Roger Revelle Fellow in Global Stewardship, with a
joint appointment in the U.S. Department of State’s Office of the Science and Technology

Adviser to the Secretary (STAS) and the National Academy of Sciences. Earlier in his
career, Dr. Carrero-Martínez was an associate professor at the University of Puerto Rico

(UPR), Mayagüez, and held an adjunct appointment at the UPR Medical Sciences Campus.
He has also been affiliated with Duke University, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

and Japan’s Institute of Genetics. Dr. Carrero-Martínez holds a B.S. in biology (honors)
from the University of Puerto Rico and a Ph.D. in cell and developmental neurobiology
from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, along with a certificate in business

administration.

About  Dr .  Frankl in  Carrero-Mart inez



Description Coming

From Firs t -Gen to  Sc ience  Dip lomacy:  Sc ience  as  a
Passport



A Fe l low i s  a  member  o f  the  Academy  fo r  a  m in imum o f  5  year s  who  has
demons t ra ted  se rv i ce  to  the  Academy  and  to  the  advancement  o f  s c ience  in  Ind iana ;

se rv i ce  to  educa t ion  in  sc ience ;  and  ach ievement s  in  sc ien t i f i c  re search .  Na ture  o f
se rv i ce  to  the  Academy  inc ludes  a t tend ing  Ind iana  Academy  o f  Sc ience  mee t ings ,

p re sen t ing  paper s  a t  mee t ings ,  pub l i sh ing  in  the  Proceed ings ;  s e rv ing  a s  an  o f f i ce r ,
sec t ion  o r  commi t tee  cha i r ,  o r  commi t tee  member ;  and  p lay ing  a  ro le  in  o rgan i z ing
Academy  ac t i v i t i e s .  Fe l low nominees  a re  se lec ted  by  cur ren t  Academy  Fe l lows  and

recommended  to  the  Academy  Counc i l  by  the  Awards  Commi t tee .

Dr. Erin McClelland received a Ph.D. in Biology under
Dr. Wayne Potts from the University of Utah. She
completed postdoctoral training under Dr. Arturo

Casadevall at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. She
joined the faculty at Marian University Wood College

of Osteopathic Medicine in 2021 to teach Immunology
to first- and second-year medical students.

 
Dr. McClelland’s research interests encompass

understanding host-pathogen interactions of the
pathogenic yeast, Cryptococcus neoformans,

including at the level of macrophage polarization and
the sex of the host, to try to understand why 70

percent of patients with cryptococcosis are male.
 

Dr. McClelland has served as a previous Vice Chair
and Chair of the IAS Microbiology and Molecular

Biology section and is the current chair of the Science
and Society Committee where she has run the Science
with a Twist event for the last 3 years. Dr. McClelland

is also currently serving on the Emerging Scientist
Research Competition committee.

Dr.  Er in  McCle l land



( con t inued)

Nate Engbrecht serves as the State Herpetologist
for the Indiana Department of Natural Resources,
Division of Fish, Wildlife & Nature Preserves. He

received his Bachelor’s Degree from Bethel
University and his Master’s of Science from

Indiana State University where he conducted his
thesis work on state endangered Crawfish Frogs

(Lithobates areolatus). In his role as the Agency’s
Herpetologist, Nate assumes statewide

responsibility of overseeing the research and
management of Indiana’s amphibians and

reptiles. Current projects include a study of how
state endangered Kirtland’s Snakes (Clonophis
kirtlandii) are using restored post-agricultural

landscapes, range expansions of the Green
Treefrog (Hyla cinerea) along Indiana’s southern

margin, and the conservation and recovery of
Crawfish Frogs. 

Nate has been a member of the Academy since
2008 and currently serves on the Biodiversity and

Natural Areas Committee. He has led the
herpetology team during the organization’s

annual bioblitz, presented his research during
annual IAS meetings, and has published several

papers in the Proceedings. In his spare time, Nate
enjoys beekeeping, nature photography,

blacksmithing, growing carnivorous plants, and
gardening with his wife Jamie at their home in

Monroe County. 

Nate  Engbrecht



Dr. Bikram Sharma is an Associate Professor of Biology at
Ball State University, where he leads a laboratory focused
on cardiovascular development and function. He earned

a B.A. in Biology from Hanover College (2007), an M.S. in
Biology and Biotechnology from Ball State University

(2009), and Ph.D. in Physiology from Indiana State
University (2012) followed by postdoctoral training at

Stanford University (2013–2018) specializing in
developmental cardiovascular biology and angiogenesis.

Since establishing his independent laboratory at Ball State
University, Dr. Sharma has secured external funding,
including an NIH R15 award (2021–2024), to support

research on coronary vessel development. He has
published approximately 20 peer-reviewed journal

articles in the field of cardiovascular development and
function, contributing significantly to understanding

endothelial signaling, angiogenesis, and heart
morphogenesis. His laboratory integrates genetic models,
cellular and molecular analysis, and in vitro and in vivo
approaches to study mechanisms underlying coronary

vascular growth and regeneration.
Dr. Sharma has been an active member of the Indiana

Academy of Science since 2008, serving as Co-Chair and
Chair of the Cell Biology Section and on multiple

committees, including the Senior Research Grant and
Emerging Scientist Competition Committees. In addition,
he has mentored and sponsored numerous student poster

and oral
presentations at IAS annual meetings (12 total since 2018)

and delivered a Hot Topics lecture on coronary vessel
development (2025). In addition, Dr. Sharma is also a
three times recipient of Indiana Academy of Science

Senior Research Grant funding. His long-
standing involvement with the Academy, combined with a

strong research record and commitment to student
training, positions him well for this recognition.

( con t inued)

Dr.  Bikram Sharma



Dr. F. Collin Hobbs has been a member of the Academy
since 2008. His contributions to the Academy include

authoring or coauthoring 17 IAS Annual Meeting oral and
poster presentations, advising two undergraduate

research teams who earned IAS Emerging Scientist
Research Awards in 2023 and 2024, twice serving as the

Vice-Chair and Chair of the Plant Systematics and
Biodiversity Section (2016-2018, 2021-2023), participating
in 10 IAS Bioblitz events (2011-2025), including serving as
the 2019 vascular plant Team Lead, serving on the Senior
Research Grants Committee (2019-2022), and serving as a

reviewer and editorial board member for the PIAS.
During his early years as graduate student at Indiana
University he received an IAS Senior Research Grant

(2009) which helped kickstart his PhD research and for
which remains grateful to this day. 

Since joining the faculty at Huntington University in 2013
he has mentored over 38 undergraduate students who

conducted research in the fields of ecology and botany.
His roles at Huntington University include serving as the

Manager of Thornhill Nature Preserve, Curator of the
Fred Loew Herbarium, and the Coordinator of the

university campus vegetable gardens, beehives, and
orchard. He has served twice as the President of the

Indiana College Biology Teachers Association and in 2025
received his institution’s annual Faculty Excellence in

Teaching Award and an honorary life membership by the
Alpha Chi National College Honor Society for

distinguished service and undergraduate mentorship.

( con t inued)

Dr.  F .  Col l in  Hobbs



Wes Tobin is Associate Professor of Physics and Department Chair
of Natural Sciences at Indiana University East. He has been a

member of the Indiana Academy of Science since 2009 and has
regularly participated in its annual meetings through research

presentations and professional engagement. Since 2018, he has
assumed sustained leadership within the Academy, serving
multiple terms as Vice-Chair and Chair of the Physics and

Astronomy Section, Chair of the Mathematics Section, as a
member of the Proceedings of the Indiana Academy of Science
Editorial Board, and currently as Academy Webmaster. He also
served as a Scientist Mentor in the Academy’s STEM Scientist

Mentorship initiative developed in partnership with the Indiana
Department of Education, supporting professional development

for high school STEM educators. Through long-standing
participation and extended section leadership, he has contributed

to strengthening disciplinary exchange and advancing the
Academy’s mission across Indiana.

Dr. Tobin’s primary research focuses on observational
astrophysics, particularly close eclipsing binary systems and stellar
astrophysics. He has authored 12 refereed publications with more

than 200 citations collectively, including articles in Monthly
Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society and New Astronomy,

and has presented his work at national meetings of the American
Astronomical Society. In addition, he conducts scholarship in

science pedagogy, including research on technology-enhanced
instruction and online learning in the physical sciences.

In his academic role, Dr. Tobin teaches courses in physics,
astronomy, chemistry, and mathematics, reflecting a broad

commitment to foundational STEM education. He has contributed
to national astronomy education initiatives through collaboration

with Pearson’s Cosmic Perspective team and as a contributing
author to OpenStax Astronomy. He is also an active Quality

Matters reviewer, underscoring his commitment to high standards
in course design and instructional quality. Together, his teaching,

scholarly, and service work reflect sustained dedication to
strengthening science education and the scientific community in

Indiana.

( con t inued)

Dr.  Wes  Tobin



The  D i s t ingu i shed  Scho la r  Award  o f  the  Ind iana  Academy  o f  Sc ience  i s  be s towed  upon
ind iv idua l s  who  have  been  recogn i zed  by  the  Academy  a s  hav ing  an  excep t iona l  record  o f

scho la r sh ip .  Award  rec ip ien t s  a re  se lec ted  f rom nomina t ions  submi t ted  to  the  Awards
Commi t tee  and  recommended  to  the  Academy  Counc i l  f o r  f i na l  approva l .

Dr. Hisako Masuda is a Professor of Biochemistry in the School of Sciences at Indiana
University Kokomo. She received her Ph.D. in Microbiology and Molecular Genetics from
Rutgers University. She studies bacterial metabolism, genomics, and their phenotypic
plasticity. Her current research primarily focuses on biodegradation and chemical
repurposing of nylon. Using soil bacterial, her lab studies bacterial biodegradation of nylon
and other environmental pollutants. She applies principles of Green Chemistry while
developing a method of converting nylon waste into other non-toxic polymers. In
collaborative work with health scientists, her lab investigates gut microbiomes of Indiana
native birds as well as human subjects in a clinical study. Dr. Masuda has involved over fifty
undergraduate students in her research at IU Kokomo and published 23 articles with many
student co-authors. She was the recipient of the Distinguished Research Award and the
Trustee’s Teaching Award at IU Kokomo. She has been a member of the Indiana Academy of
Science since 2013. She has served on multiple committees and as a section chair. Currently
she is a co-chair of the Emerging Scientist Poster Competition committee and vice chair of
the Biochemistry section. She was elected as a fellow of IAS in 2025.

Dr.  Hisako Masuda



The  D i s t ingu i shed  Serv ice  Award  o f  the  Ind iana  Academy  o f  Sc ience  i s  be s towed  upon
ind iv idua l s  who  have  been  recogn i zed  a s  hav ing  suppor ted  the  Academy  th rough  se rv i ce

exceed ing  any  norma l  expec ta t ion .  Award  rec ip ien t s  a re  se lec ted  f rom nomina t ions
submi t ted  to  the  Awards  Commi t tee  and  recommended  to  the  Academy  Counc i l  f o r  f i na l

approva l .

Dr. Marc Milne is a Professor of Biology at the University of Indianapolis, a taxonomist and ecologist, and one of the few
experts on North American sheet-web spiders. Dr. Milne regularly teaches General Biology, Evolutionary Biology,
Conservation, and Entomology and acts as a research advisor for several students within the Biology Department. He has
helped students publish as co-authors on manuscripts detailing taxonomic revisions of spider genera, ecological effects of
fire on spider communities, and updates to spider distribution records in the state. He has been an author on more than 45
scientific publications in journals such as Ecosphere, ZooKeys, and Zootaxa and has presented research at international and
national scientific conferences, including the International Congress of Arachnology and the Ecological Society of America. 
Dr. Milne and a cohort of his research students have attended every IAS meeting since arriving in the state in late 2014. Dr.
Milne’s service to the Indiana Academy of Science began in that same year, when he became a member of the Academy
and joined the Biodiversity and Natural Areas Committee. In 2017 was elected as the Vice Chair for the Zoology and
Entomology section and then Chair of that section the following year. Dr. Milne joined the Senior Research Grant
Committee in 2019 and was elevated to the Chair of the Biodiversity and Natural Areas Committee in the same year but had
to step down from both soon after because he was elected as the President-elect of the Indiana Academy of Science in
2021. Dr. Milne began his Presidency of IAS in 2022, during which he worked with Sarah Mordan-McCombs to overhaul of
the IAS website, with Delores Brown to manage the 2023 IAS conference and to implement Conservation Management as a
new meeting section, with Sergio Henriques to represent the Society at the Indiana Conservation Partners meeting, and
with Andrew Huntington to form a strong partnership between IAS and the Indiana Land Protection Alliance to found the
Indiana Biodiversity Grant. Since its founding, this grant has grown to gain a partnership in the Indiana Native Plant Society
and currently gives thousands of dollars to local taxonomists to document biodiversity on natural sites around the state. Dr.
Milne served as the Immediate Past-President of IAS until 2024 and since then has continued to attend meetings with his
students to highlight spider discoveries they have made from around the nation.

Dr.  Marc  Mi lne



The  Dr .  De lo re s  G .  B rown Advoca te  Award  i s  be s towed  upon  ind iv idua l s  who  have
promoted  d ive r s i t y ,  equ i t y ,  i nc lu s ion ,  be long ing ,  and /or  ju s t i ce  w i th in  the  Academy  and /or

the i r  s c ien t i f i c  communi t i e s  th rough  ac t ions  su s ta ined  over  t ime  o f  tha t  have  made  a  recen t
c r i t i ca l  impac t .  Nomina t ions  a re  submi t ted  to  the  DEI  Commi t tee  and  recommended  to  the

Academy  Counc i l .

Dr. Maram Said is an obstetrician and gynecologist (OB-GYN) with Ascension St.
Vincent in Carmel, Indiana. She received her medical degree from Des Moines

University College of Osteopathic Medicine and Health Sciences and subsequently
trained at St. Vincent Indianapolis Hospital. She specializes in minimally invasive and
complex gynecologic surgery, routine and high risk obstetrical care, and all aspects of
female reproductive health including menopause and fertility. Dr. Said is a member of

the Society of Laparoendoscopic Surgeons, has served as Chair of her hospital’s OB
GYN Department, and has presented at the ACOG Annual Clinical Meeting and at the
American Association of Gynecologic Laparoscopists (AAGL). She currently serves as

a clinical assistant Professor for Marian University in addition to the Ascension St.
Vincent OB-GYN Residency program. Importantly, Dr. Said has lectured by webinar to

the Palestinian Society of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, as well as to residency
programs throughout the United States. Dr Said aligns with the mission of PAMA to

mentor and train both American and Palestinian physicians and medical students, and
she is very passionate about improving outcomes, access, innovation, and medical

education in women’s health.

Dr.  Maram Said
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	Section Meeting

	5:00 - 6:00 PM
	Awards & Networking Reception: Awards - Emerging Scientist, DEI Advocate, Distinguished Scholar, Fellowship & Distinguished Service


	Keynote Address
	Dr. Franklin Carrero-Martinez
	About Dr. Franklin Carrero-Martinez


	Keynote Address
	Dr. Franklin Carrero-Martinez
	From First-Gen to Science Diplomacy: Science as a Passport


	Awards
	2026 Academy Fellows
	Dr. Erin McClelland


	Awards
	2026 Academy Fellows
	Nate Engbrecht


	Awards
	2026 Academy Fellows
	(continued)
	Dr. Bikram Sharma


	Awards
	2026 Academy Fellows
	(continued)
	Dr. F. Collin Hobbs


	Awards
	2026 Academy Fellows
	(continued)
	Dr. Wes Tobin


	Awards
	2026 Distinguished Scholar
	Dr. Hisako Masuda
	Dr. Hisako Masuda is a Professor of Biochemistry in the School of Sciences at Indiana University Kokomo. She received her Ph.D. in Microbiology and Molecular Genetics from Rutgers University. She studies bacterial metabolism, genomics, and their phenotypic plasticity. Her current research primarily focuses on biodegradation and chemical repurposing of nylon. Using soil bacterial, her lab studies bacterial biodegradation of nylon and other environmental pollutants. She applies principles of Green Chemistry while developing a method of converting nylon waste into other non-toxic polymers. In collaborative work with health scientists, her lab investigates gut microbiomes of Indiana native birds as well as human subjects in a clinical study. Dr. Masuda has involved over fifty undergraduate students in her research at IU Kokomo and published 23 articles with many student co-authors. She was the recipient of the Distinguished Research Award and the Trustee’s Teaching Award at IU Kokomo. She has been a member of the Indiana Academy of Science since 2013. She has served on multiple committees and as a section chair. Currently she is a co-chair of the Emerging Scientist Poster Competition committee and vice chair of the Biochemistry section. She was elected as a fellow of IAS in 2025.



	Awards
	2026 Distinguished Service
	The Distinguished Service Award of the Indiana Academy of Science is bestowed upon individuals who have been recognized as having supported the Academy through service exceeding any normal expectation. Award recipients are selected from nominations submitted to the Awards Committee and recommended to the Academy Council for final approval.
	Dr. Marc Milne


	2026 Dr. Delores G. Brown Advocate Award
	The Dr. Delores G. Brown Advocate Award is bestowed upon individuals who have promoted diversity, equity, inclusion, belonging, and/or justice within the Academy and/or their scientific communities through actions sustained over time of that have made a recent critical impact. Nominations are submitted to the DEI Committee and recommended to the Academy Council.
	Thank You To  Our Sponsors!

